
 

COVID-19 Symptom Response 

Parents are required to carefully monitor their children’s health, temperature, and screen 

daily for symptoms of COVID-19. Staff is required to self-monitor temperature as well as 

complete a health screening before coming to school each day. If any student or staff 

member experiences any of the following symptoms, they must stay home and it is 

recommended to call their primary physician. 

Symptoms of COVID-19 are any of the following not explained by a known medical or 
physical condition 

Any ONE of the following:  

OR 

At least TWO of the following: 

 Cough  Chills/Sweating 

 Shortness of breath or difficulty 
breathing 

 Abdominal pain, vomiting, or 
diarrhea 

 Fever (100.4 or higher)  Muscle pain or body aches 

 New loss of taste or smell  New onset of severe headache 
  Sore throat 

 Congestion or runny nose 

 

If the student is experiencing COVID-19-related symptoms not explained by a known 

medical or physical condition, they might have COVID-19 and they should not attend school. 

They should contact their regular medical provider and get tested for COVID-19. If they test 

negative for COVID-19, then they can return after they are symptom free for 24 hours. 

Please see the attached documents for more information from the Genesee County Health 

Department. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

School Scenarios with Action Steps 
Student/Staff person is confirmed or symptomatic* pending results or a close contact**.  

Scenario 1: Scenario 2: Scenario 3: 

A student/staff person within 

the school is confirmed to 

have COVID-  

19.  

A student/staff person within 

the school is symptomatic* and 

pending lab result for COVID-

19 or no testing for COVID-19 

done.  

A student/staff person 

within the school is a 

close contact to a 

confirmed COVID-19 case.  

The student/staff person AND 

all household members of the 

student/staff person are 

immediately excluded from 

school. 

 

The confirmed positive 

student/staff person must 

isolate at home. The 

student/staff person must be 

excluded from school until  

 24 hours with no fever 

(without the use of fever-

reducing medication) and 

 Symptoms have improved 

(e.g. cough, shortness of 

breath) and 

 10 days since symptoms first 

appeared. 

Household members, 

classmates, and teachers of the 

isolated student/staff person 

who are close contacts are 

excluded for 10 days after their 

last date of close contact and 

may return to school if the 

individual: 

 Does not develop any 

symptoms or clinical 

evidence of COVID-19 

infection during daily 

symptom monitoring for the 

10 days after the last 

exposure and 

 Continues to monitor their 

symptoms daily for 14 days 

after the last exposure. 

The student/staff person is 

excluded from school while 

results of the test are pending. If 

positive PCR or antigen, see 

scenario 1. If negative PCR and 

NOT considered a close contact 

to a positive case, the 

student/staff person must be 

symptom free for 24 hours 

without the use of medications 

prior to returning to school. If 

negative PCR or antigen, but a 

close contact to a positive case, 

see scenario 3.If no testing has 

been conducted, see scenario 1 If 

no testing has been conducted, 

see scenario 1 OR 

If seen by a health care provider 

who provided them with an 

alternative diagnoses for their 

symptoms, the student/staff 

person may return based on the 

guidance for their diagnosis or 

predominate symptoms (see 

“Managing Communicable 

Diseases in Schools”). 

Household members, classmates, 

and teachers who are close 

contacts of an isolated 

symptomatic, but not tested 

student/staff person may 

continue to attend school and 

should monitor for symptoms. If 

symptoms develop, student/staff 

should call their medical provider 

to be tested for COVID-19. If the 

symptomatic student/staff 

becomes a confirmed case, see 

scenario 1. 

The student/staff person 

must quarantine for 10 

days since last date of 

close contact. 

 

Household members, 

classmates, and teachers of 

the quarantined 

student/staff person may 

continue to attend school 

and should monitor for 

symptoms. If symptoms 

develop, they should call 

their medical provider to be 

tested for COVID-19. 

 

A negative test DOES NOT 

change the need to 

quarantine for 10 days. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please see “*” and “**” references 

on next page.  

 

 

-Source Genesee County 

Health Department COVID-

19 Tool Kit. 

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdch/Managing_CD_in_Schools_FINAL_469824_7.PDF
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdch/Managing_CD_in_Schools_FINAL_469824_7.PDF


 

School Scenarios with Action Steps 
Household member of a student within the school is confirmed or symptomatic* pending results 

or a close contact**.  

Scenario 1:  Scenario 2:  Scenario 3:  

1. Household member of a 

student within the school 

has been confirmed to have 

COVID-19. 

2. Household member of a 

student within the school is 

symptomatic*, pending 

results, and has had close 

contact with a known case. 

3. Household member of a 

student within the school 

has had close contact to a 

known case of COVID-19. 

Students who live in the same 

house as the COVID-19 

positive person are excluded 

from school while the 

household member is in 

isolation (10 days). The 

student must quarantine for 

10 days after the last date 

of close contact after 

household member’s isolation 

period ends provided the 

individual:  

 Does not develop any 

symptoms or clinical 

evidence of COVID-19 

infection during daily 

symptom monitoring for 

the 10 days after the last 

exposure and 

 Continues to monitor their 

symptoms daily for 14 

days after the last 

exposure. 

Students who live in the same 

household of the family 

member are excluded from 

school until test results are in.  

 

If the household member is 

positive, see scenario 1. 

 

If the household member is 

negative, student can return 

to school. 

Student can remain in school 

but should be monitored. 

 

If COVID -19 symptoms 

develop in the household 

member, student should be 

excluded from school, and 

should be treated as in 

Scenario 1 pending results.  

 

*Source Genesee County 

Health Department COVID-

19 Tool Kit. 

*Symptoms of COVID-19 are any of the following not explained by a known medical or physical condition (i) any ONE 

of the following: cough, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, fever, new loss of taste or smell; or 

(ii) at least TWO of the following: chills/sweating, sore throat, muscle pain or body aches, new onset of severe 

headache, diarrhea, vomiting, or abdominal pain, congestion or runny nose 

**Close contact with a confirmed COVID-19 case is defined as being within 6 feet of a person who has tested positive 

for at least 15 minutes with or without a mask starting from 2 days before illness onset (or, for asymptomatic 

patients, 2 days prior to positive specimen collection) until the time the patient is isolated. 

Definitions 

Coronavirus: Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) is an illness caused by a virus that can spread from person to person. 

The virus that causes COVID-19 is a new coronavirus that has spread throughout the world. People with COVID-19 



 

have had a wide range of symptoms reported – ranging from mild symptoms to severe illness. Symptoms may appear 

2-14 days after exposure to the virus. 

Contact Tracing: A strategy for slowing the spread of disease in which public health workers communicate with 

infectious people to identify their contacts. They then follow up with those contacts to provide guidance on how to 

quarantine themselves and what to do if they develop symptoms of disease. No personal or financial information like 

social security number, credit card, immigration status, license number, etc., will be asked or shared with close 

contacts. 

Quarantine: The practice of keeping someone who might have been exposed to COVID-19 away from others. 

Quarantine helps prevent spread of disease that can occur before a person knows they are sick or if they are infected 

with the virus without feeling symptoms. People in quarantine must stay home (usually 10 days), separate 

themselves from others, monitor their health, and follow directions from their state or local health department. The 

10 days of quarantine begin after date of last contact with infected person; if close contact is with a household 

member, quarantine includes the period of isolation for the infected person + 10 days after their isolation ends. 

Isolation: The practice of separating people infected with the virus (those who are sick with COVID-19 and those with 

no symptoms) from people who are not infected. People who are in isolation (usually for 10 days) must stay home 

until it’s safe for them to be around others. In the home, anyone sick or infected must separate themselves from 

others by staying in a specific “sick room” or area and using a separate bathroom (if available). 

Close Contact: A person who was within 6 feet of a person infected with COVID-19 for more than 15 cumulative 

minutes with or without a face covering starting from 2 days before illness onset (or, for asymptomatic patients, 2 

days prior to positive specimen collection) until the time the patient is isolated. 

Examples of close contacts include individuals who were close to a person who is infected with COVID-19 by 

providing care to them at home, sharing a living space, having direct physical contact with them (touched, hugged or 

kissed them), and sharing eating or drinking utensils. People may also be close contacts if they were somehow 

exposed to droplets from an infected person (sneezed or coughed on). 
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